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SERMON. 


All  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will  1  wait,   till  my   change  come. — Job  xiv,  14. 

The  manner  in  which  persons  are  affected  bj  changes, 
depends  somewhat  upon  their  own  character.  By  rea- 
son of  different  views  and  feehngs,  what  is  very  painful 
to  one,  may  not  be  so  to  another.  Many  changes  and 
events  are  met  by  the  people  of  God  in  a  manner  the 
reverse  of  that  in  which  they  are  met  by  others.  The 
reason  is,  that  the  people  of  God  have,  in  some  respects, 
views  of  things  different  from  the  views  of  others,  and 
also  different  feelings  respecting  them.  They,  as  well 
as  others,  are  deeply  affected  by  trials  and  afflictions, 
but  are  generally  better  sustained  under  them.  For  they 
do  not  regard  them  as  having  come  by  chance,  nor  as 
intended  for  their  injury,  but  as  occurring  under  the 
government  of  a  wise  and  benevolent  God,  who  reigns 
for  the  good  of  his  creatures.  Job  was  overwhelmed  by 
afflictions  from  loss  of  his  possessions  and  his  chil- 
dren, and  from  personal  suffering,  when  he  said,  "All  the 
days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change 
come."  Under  his  extraordinary  trials  he  was  so  dis- 
tressed, that,  at  times,  he  uttered  complaints,  and  showed 
some  impatience.  But  a  different  spirit  prevailed  when 
he  said  :  "  All  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will   I 


wait,  till  my  change  come."  Here  is  submission,  patience, 
the  language  of  piety,  willingness  that  God  should  reign 
and  to  be  at  His  disposal. 

The  text  implies : — 

First.  That  a  certain,  definite  period,  or  number  of 
days,  is  allotted  to  every  man.  "  All  the  days  of  my 
appointed  time  will  I  wait."  This  period,  or  number  of 
days,  is  not  the  same  in  the  car^e  of  all.  It  varies  in 
length,  from  the  few  moments  of  the  infant  that  draws 
but  a  breath,  up  to  the  wearisome  years  of  extreme  old 
age.  But,  whatever  be  its  duration,  whether  short  or 
long,  it  is  an  appointed  time,  determined  and  limited  by 
the  purpose  of  God.  Hence,  it  is  said  :  "  Is  there  not 
an  appointed  time  to  man  upon  earth  ? "  "  His  days 
are  determined,  the  number  of  his  months  are  with  Thee  ; 
Thou  hast  appointed  his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pass." 
This  teaches  that  God  has  determined  the  days  of  man, 
the  length  of  his  life.  Accordingly  the  Psalmist  said : 
"  Lord,  make  me  to  know  mine  end,  and  the  measure  of 
my  days,  what  it  is,  that  I  may  know  how  frail  I  am." 
It  must  be  admitted  that  God  has  determined  the  num- 
ber of  man's  days,  if  we  admit  that  He  is  omniscient, 
knowing  all  things.  And  this  we  must  admit.  For  it 
is  said :  "  Known  unto  God  are  all  his  works,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world."  And  He  has  affirmed  that  He 
"  declareth  the  end  from  the  beginning,"  But  how  does 
God  know  all  things,  from  first  to  last,  unless  He  formed 
a  plan,  which  included  all  things,  and  determined  to  ex- 
ecute that  plan?  This  He  did,  and,  of  course,  determined 
every  event,  the  cause  of  it,  the  time  and  manner  of 
its  occurring,  and  all  things  respecting  it.  Consequently, 
He  determined  the  days  of  man,  "the  number  of  his 
months,  his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pass."     The  time, 


then,  of  every  one's  death  is  appomtecl,  iixed,  written  in 
the  counsels  of  God.  -^ 

Secondly.  What  is  implied  in  the  remark  :  "  All  the 
days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change 
come  "  ? 

It  implies : — 

First.  Expectation  of  a  coming  change.  For  one 
cannot  be  said  to  wait  for  an  event  which  he  does  not 
believe  and  expect  will  occur.  The  event,  or  change 
here  referred  to,  is  that  which  takes  place  at  death,  when 
all  the  days  of  one's  appointed  time  are  spent.  Then 
an  important  change  takes  place  in  man.  A  change  in 
his  personal  appearance.  "  Thou  changes!  his  counte- 
nance, and  sendest  him  away."  A  change  in  the  char- 
acter of  his  existence.  He  passes  from  probation  to 
retribution.  A  chana^e  in  the  mode  of  liis  existence 
Instead  of  including  both  body  and  spirit,  he  becomes 
purely  spirituaL  A  change  of  place.  "  The  dust 
returns  to  the  earth  as  it  was;  and  the  spirit  returns 
unto  God  who  gave  it."  Such  was  the  change  for  which 
Job  waited.  He  believed  it  would  occur.  He  expected 
it.  Perhaps,  also,  he  looked  beyond  this  change  to  the 
morning  of  the  resurrection,  vv^hen  the  "  vile  body  shall 
be  changed  and  fashioned  like  unto  Christ  s  glorious  body. 

Secondly.  Waiting  for  the  above  change  implies  desire 
for  it.  Accordingly,  Job  said  :  "T  would  not  live  always." 
He  was  in  a  suffering  state,  and,  no  doubt,  desired  death 
partly  on  account  of  the  relief  it  w^ould  bring.  For  he 
was  a  good  man,  and  was  confident  that  he  should  be 
accepted  of  God.  But  the  change,  which  takes  place  at 
death,  may  be  desired  by  those  who  are  not  in  a  suffer- 
ing condition.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  have  been  character- 
istic of  the  ancient  Saints,  that  they  looked  forward  with 
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desire  to  the  change  which  would  take  place  in  their 
circumstances  at  death.  The  process  of  dying,  or  death 
itself,  is  not  desirable  to  any ;  but  that  glorious  state 
into  which  death  introduces  the  righteous,  is  exceedingly 
desirable,  so  that  they  have  often  desired  death  in  the 
sense  of  its  being  the  "  gate  to  endless  joy's,"  the  only 
way  to  enter  upon  that  state.  Through  this  gateway 
Abrahani  "looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations, 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God."  And  of  him,  together 
with  others,  it  is  said  :  "  These  all  died  in  faith,  not 
having  received  the  promises,  but  having  seen  them  afar 
off,  and  were  persuaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them, 
and  confessed  that  they  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  on 
the  earth.  For  they  that  say  such  things  declare  plainly 
that  they  seek  a  country."  They  desire  a  better  coun- 
try, that  is,  an  heavenly. 

It  is  evident  that  these  ancient  worthies  looked  forward 
with  desire  to  the  change  that  would  take  place  in  their 
condition  at  death.  And  such  were  the  views  and  feel- 
ings of  others,  in  regard  to  this  change,  that,  when  a 
violent  death  was  just  before  them,  "  they  accepted  not 
deliverance  -,  that  they  might  obtain  a  better  resurrec- 
tion." In  the  near  prospect  of  death,  Paul  said  :  "  I  am 
in  a  strait  betwixt  two,  having  a  desire  to  depart,  and  to 
be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better."  "  To  me  to  live  is 
Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain."  And  there  have  been  many 
in  every  age,  who  looked  forward  to  the  close  of  life  with 
desire.  They  felt  that  here  was  not  their  rest.  Their 
inheritance  lay  beyond  the  Jordan,  and  they  wished  to 
pass  over  and  possess  it. 

The  present  life  is  probationary.  Its  design  is  prepar- 
ation for  another  world.  It  is  filled  up  with  a  succession 
of  scenes,  influences,  and  events  suited  to  try  men,  and  to 


develop  their  character.     In  connection  with  much  that 
is  pleasant  and  conducive  to  happiness,  they  meet  with 
conflicts,  crosses,  sufferings  and  much  that  is  hard  to   be 
borne.     Hence,  the  people  of  God  have  often  felt  that, 
to  depart  and  be  with  Christ,  in  a  state   of  perfect  holi- 
ness and  peace,  would  be  far  better  than  to   remain  in 
this  world  of  sin  and  of  trial.     Job  thus  describes  the 
present  state  of  man :  "  Are  not  his  days  like   the  days 
of  a  hireling?"     In  other  words,  is  not  his  life  a  season 
of  toil,  as  are  the  days  of  the  hired  laborer  ?      "  As  a 
servant  earnestly  desireth  the  shadow,  and  as  a  hireling 
looketh  for  the  reward  of  his  work,"  so  it  was  with  Job, 
and  so  it  has  been,  and  is,  with  others.     The  hired  ser- 
vant labors  for  a  limited  time  and  a  promised  compensa- 
tion, and,  when  weary  with  toil,  earnestly  desires  the 
shadow  of  night,  that  he  may  receive  his  reward  and 
go  to  rest.     In  like  manner,  the  people  of  God,  while 
toiling  in  this  world  of  trial  and  of  conflict,  at  times 
earnestly  desire  the  shadow,  the  close  of  life's  wearisome 
day,  when  their  work  will  be  done,  and  they  shall  re- 
ceive  the   reward   of    faithful   servants.      With  these 
feelings  they  wait  all  the  days  of  their  appointed  time. 
Thirdly.     This  waiting  further  implies   submission  to 
the  will  of  God.  with  respect  to  the  time  of  the  desired 
change.     That  time  is  appointed,  fixed  in  the  purposes 
of  God.     The   belief   of   this  lays  the  foundation   for 
patience,  and  submission  on  she  part  of  His  people.  For 
they  regard  Him  as  being  infinite  in  wisdom  and  good- 
ness, and,  therefore,  as  both  knowing  what  is  best  for 
them,  and  disposed  to  order  all  things  respecting  them 
for  their  highest  ultimate  good.     They  believe  He  will 
neither  subject  them  to  needless  suffering,  nor  continue 
them  in  a  state  of  trial  longer  than  will  be  for  their 
welfare,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  His  own  benevo- 


lent  purposes.  If,  for  the  good  of  others,  it  be  needful 
that  they  should  be  continued  for  examples  "of  suffer- 
ing, affliction,  and  of  patience,"  to  illustrate  the  power  of 
the  religion  of  Christ  to  sustain  His  people  under  trials, 
thus  furnishing  additional  evidence  of  its  divine  origin, 
they  are  ready  to  say,  as  did  their  suffering  Master : 
'■'Father,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done."  Though  the 
trials  of  Job  were  peculiarly  severe,  and  he,  at  times, 
uttered  complaints,  yet  he  is  referred  to  as  an  example 
of  patience.  "Ye  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job, 
and  have  seen  the  end  of  the  Lord  ;  that  the  Lord  is 
very  pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercy."  This  implies,  that, 
even  in  the  case  of  Job,  the  compassion  and  mercy  of 
God  were  specially  illustrated.  Job  had  confidence  in 
Him,  as  being  just  and  merciful,  and  said;  "Though  He 
slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  Him."  And  it  was  this  trust 
in  God  which  led  him  submissively,  and  patiently  to 
wait  for  Him — to  wait  till  all  the  days,  appointed  him 
on  earth,  should  be  spent,  not  doubting  that  He  would 
do  all  things  well. 

Fourthly.  This  waiting  for  his  approaching  change 
implied,  on  the  part  of  Job,  habitual  preparation  for  it. 
A  waiting  posture  is  one  of  readiness.  He  who  is  wait- 
ing for  the  conveyance  which  is  to  take  him  on  his 
journey,  or,  for  the  hour  of  departure,  has  all  things 
arranged  ;  his  preparation  is  fully  made,  and  he  is  ready 
to  set  forth.  So  they,  who  are  waiting  for  the  change 
that  will  take  place  in  their  circumstances  at  death,  are 
prepared  for  that  change.  Come  when  it  may,  it  will 
find  them  ready.  True,  their  work  is  not  already  so 
complete  that  they  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  should 
their  life  be  prolonged.  For,  though  their  heart  be 
renewed,  their  sins  forgiven,  and  they  have  acceptance 
with  God,  they  have  not  yet  attained  perfection,  nor 


will  they  have  attained  it  till  they  shall  have  reached 
the  close  of  probation.  Consequently,  they  will  have 
something  to  do  through  all  their  remaining  days.  And 
they  are  diligently  performing  whatever  is  found  neces- 
sary to  complete  their  preparation  for  the  coming  world. 
They  are  still  maintaining  the  spiritual  warfare,  striving 
against  sin, "  forgetting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  to  those  things  which  are  before  "  thus 
laboring  "  that  whether  present  or  absent,  they  may  be 
accepted  of  God."  They  are  not  willing  that  one  day 
should  pass  leaving  them  doubtful  whether  to  them  to 
die  would  be  gain.  In  short,  it  is  their  aim  to  be  always 
ready;  to  have  their  "loins  girded  about,  and  their 
lights  burning,  and  to  be  like  unto  men  that  wait  for 
their  lord,  that,  w^hen  he  cometh  and  knocketh,  they  may 
open  to  him  immediately." 

Thus  it  was  with  Job.  "  All  the  days  of  my  appoin- 
ted time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change  come."  He  lived 
in  expectation  of  the  change  which  occurs  at  death, 
desired  it,  was  submissive  respecting  the  time  of  its 
coming,  and  was  habitually  prepared  for  it. 

From  what  has  now  been  said,  it  follows,  that  we 
should  not  be  very  confident  in  laying  plans  for  the 
future.  In  laying  such  plans  we  act  upon  the  supposition 
that  we  shall  live  to  carry  them  into  effect.  This  we  do 
necessarily ;  because  our  circumstances  are  such  that  we 
must  form  plans,  or  make  arrangements  for  future  action. 
Success,  in  most  of  our  endeavors,  depends  on  this. 
But,  while  we  form  plans,  we  should  not  do  it  with 
confidence  that  we  shall  actually  carry  them  into  effect. 
We  may  not  say,  with  feelings  of  independence,  "  to- 
day," or  "  to-morrow  I  will  go  into  such  a  city  and  con- 
tinue there  a  year,  and  buy  and  sell  and  get  gain."  For 
our  days  are  limited,  numbered  and  determined  in  the 
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counsels  of  God.  But  we  know  not  what  their  number 
is,  and,  therefore,  cannot  tell  when  our  change  will  come. 
It  may  take  place  when  least  expected ;  w^hen  we  are 
in  the  midst  of  worldly  cares ;  when  our  plans  are  but 
partly  executed,  and  we  are  carrying  them  successfully 
on  to  their  accomplishment.  The  husbandman  may 
be  called  away  just  as  his  fields  are  whitening  for 
harvest ;  the  mechanic,  when  his  contract  is  but  half 
completed;  the  manufacturer,  when  orders  are  pouring 
in,  and  all  his  machinery  is  in  motion ;  the  professional 
man,  in  the  fullness  of  his  strength,  with  noble  objects 
in  view,  and  while  pressing  on  to  secure  them.  "  The 
number  of  our  months  are  with  God."  "  He  hath  ap- 
pointed our  bounds  that  we  cannot  pass."  When,  there- 
fore, we  commence  an  enterprise,  we  know  not  that  we 
shall  live  to  finish  it.  Consequently,  we  should  enter 
upon  it  with  a  proper  sense  of  this  truth,  and  not  in 
self-confidence,  as  if  our  life  were  subject  to  our  own 
control,  and  our  days  were  [to  run  parallel  with  our 
wishes.  In  regard  to  all  temporal  pursuits  our  thought 
and  feeling  should  be  :  If  the  Lord  will,  we  shall  live, 
and  do  this  or  that. 

Nor,  with  self-confidence,  should  we  form  plans  in 
regard  to  spiritual  things.  Specially  should  we  beware 
not  to  form  plans  which,  for  the  present,  are  to  be  filled 
up  with  temporal  affairs,  leaving  preparation  for  heaven 
to  be  made  at  some  future  day.  The  3^oung  may  not 
say :  We  will  spend  the  morning  of  life  in  worldly 
gratification,  and  make  religion  a  future  concern.  Nor 
may  they  who  have  neglected  their  salvation  till  middle 
age,  think  to  neglect  it  still ;  because  worldly  cares  are 
many,  and  business  is  pressing.  Such  calculations  would 
be  more  consistent  if  it  were  the  prerogative  of  man 
to  number  his  own  days,  and  to  order  the  time  and 
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manner  of  his  change.  But  since  this  is  the  prerogative 
of  God  alone,  and  since  He  reveals  to  men  neither  the 
time  nor  the  manner  of  their  departure  from  earth,  such 
calculations  are  presumptuous,  perilous  and  should  never 
be  made„  No,  never,  not  even  in  the  case  of  the 
youngest.  For  the  ways  and  thoughts  of  God  are  not 
as  ours;  and  the  acts  of  His  providence  are  such  as 
admonish  all,  of  every  age,  to  make  the  soul's  salvation 
the  object  of  first  and  chief  concern,  and  not  to  suffer 
anything  to  interfere  with  it  for  a  moment.  For  is  not 
the  track  of  time,  from  its  beginning  hitherto,  strowed 
with  those  who  have  fallen  promiscuously? — fallen 
at  every  age  and  [under  all  possible  circumstances  ? 
And  will  it  not  continue  to  be  thus  strowed  ?  But  who, 
of  whatever  age  or  condition,  hath  been  assured  by  Him 
who  hath  appointed  the  time  of  his  change,  that  he  him- 
self shall  not  fall  at  the  next  step  ? 

The  subject  before  us  presents  the  religion  of  Christ 
in  a  pleasant  light.  Sustained  by  it.  Job  said:  "All  the 
days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change 
come."  Thus  it  led  him,  when  overwhelmed  by  trials,  to 
act  rationally  -,  to  anticipate  results ;  to  live  in  view  of 
his  approaching  change ;  to  contemplate  it  with  desire ; 
patiently  to  wait  for  it,  and  to  be  prepared  to  welcome 
it.  What  else  can  be  named  that  has  ever  done  the  like  ? 
Specially,  what  else  has  ever  enabled  one  to  contem- 
plate death,  not  merely  without  fear,  but  with  desire, 
on  account  of  scenes  which  lie  beyond  ?  Losses,  disap- 
pointment, sufferings,  have  caused  many  to  desire  death 
as  bringing  relief  from  trouble,  but  not  with  just  views 
of  what  lies  beyond  death.  And  has  anything,  except 
the  religion  of  Christ,  ever  caused  one,  with  such  views, 
to  desire  death  ?  Have  the  pleasures  of  sin,  riches, 
honor,  excited  such  desire  ?     Has  irreligion,   infidelity, 
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or  atheism?  The  religion  of  Christ,  then,  does  what 
nothing  else  ever  has  done,  or  can  do.  It  enables  those 
who  embrace  it,  and  come  fully  under  its  power,  to 
anticipate  the  important  change  of  death,  not  merely 
with  composure  but  with  satisftiction.  Sustained  by  its 
comforts  already  realized,  and  animated  by  its  revelations 
and  promises,  many  have  desired  to  cross  the  dark  valley, 
that  they  might  ascend  the  bright  hills  seen  rising  beyond. 
Many,  too,  have  been  sustained  by  it  in  patient  resigna- 
tion to  the  will  of  God  under  the  severest  trials  and 
sufferings,  willing  to  linger  on  through  wearisome  days 
till  the  appointed  time  of  their  change  should  come. 
Many,  also,  while  blessed  with  health,  and  amidst 
desirable  circumstances,  it  has  so  raised  above  the  world, 
that  they  have  lived  with  their  change  in  view,  ready 
and  waiting  for  it,  insomuch  that  they  could  regard  the 
flight  of  time  without  regret,  and  view  the  close  of  years, 
as  way-marks,  measuring  off  the  distance  between  them 
and  their  glorious  home,  and  say,  while  passing  one  and 
another :  "  Now  is  our  salvation  nearer  than  when  we 
believed."  0,  how  excellent  the  religion  which  produces 
such  effects!  How  desirable  !  How  adapted  to  these 
scenes  of  trial,  of  sickness  and  death  ! 

The  truths,  upon  which  we  have  dwelt,  are  illustrated 
by  the  case  of  her  whose  remains  we  now  commit  to  the 
dust.  Her  days  upon  the  earth  were  limited.  They 
have  come  to  a  close.  While  these  days  were  passing 
she  lived  in  expectation  of  a  coming  change,  for  she  ex- 
pressed belief  of  an  approaching  future  state,  and  early- 
made  preparation  for  it.  There  were  seasons  when,  like 
other  saints,  she  derived  satisfaction  from  contemplating 
the  scenes  which  lie  beyond  the  river  of  death.  That 
she  endeavored  to  be  prepared,  habitually,  for  her  expec- 
ted change  was  apparent  from  her  christian  walk.     And 
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that  she  was  submissive  to  the  will  of  God,  with  respect 
to  the  time  of  that  change,  was  obvious  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  she  met  the  duties,  trials  and  events  of  a 
long  life,  and  especially  from  her  calm  endurance  of  the 
many  wearisome  days  and  nights  included  in  her  last 
sickness.  Then,  amidst  the  pains  of  decaying  nature, 
and  while  her  Lord  ^delayed  his  coming,  there  was  op- 
portunity for  impatience  and  repining,  but  they  were 
not  expressed.  Submission  to  the  course  of  Providence 
was  manifest  while  her  earthly  tabernacle  was  dissolving. 
All  the  days  of  her  appointed  time  she  waited  till  her 
change  came.  And,  when  it  came,  it  was  met  with  chris- 
tian resignation,  in  quietness  and  peace.  She  fell "  asleep 
in  Jesus."  And  now  we  mourn,  not  on  her  account,  but 
in  view  of  our  own  loss.  Her  surviving  partner  is  de- 
prived of  a  faithful  companion,  who,  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  shared  with  him  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the  earth- 
ly pilgrimage.  Her  course  is  finished.  She  has  reached 
the  better  country  which  she  sought.  He  will  "  go  to 
her,  but  she  will  not  return  to  him."  Her  children  have 
lost  an  affectionate,  christian  mother,  who  anxiously 
watched  their  early  steps,  and  did  much  to  "  guide  their 
feet  into  the  way  of  peace."  They  will  remember  her 
Vi^ith  gratitude,  and  with  increasing  sense  of  obligation 
as  years  shall  pass  away, 

The  church,  in  this  place,  is  deprived  of  an  exemplary 
member,  one  who  sought  its  prosperity,  and  bore  it  on 
her  heart  to  the  mercy-seat.  She  had  been  a  professor 
of  religion  fifty-four  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
church  in  this  place  a  little  short  of  fifty  years,  and  was 
known  for  her  love  of  the  truth,  her  steadfastness  and 
devotion. 

This  community  suffers  loss ;  for  one  has  passed  away 
whose  prayers  habitually  ascended  for  their  highest  wel- 
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fare.     Indeed,  we  all  have  reason  to  lament,  for  "  a  mother 
in  Israel"  is  fallen^ 

By  the  event  of  Providence  which  has  brought  us  to- 
gether, we  are  again  reminded,  as  we  often  have  been  of 
late  that  our  days  on  earth  are  limited,  and  that  an  import- 
ant change  is  approaching  and  may  be  near.  Are  we  all 
waiting  for  it  ?  Have  we  all  embraced  the  religion  of 
Christ,  without  which  we  cannot  meet  it  with  composure, 
and  with  well  founded  hopes  of  a  blessed  immortality  ? 
These  are  questions  which  should  be  decided  without 
delay,  for  we  cannot  linger  amidst  these  scenes  of  proba- 
tion. The  current  of  time  is  sweeping  us  along,  and  will 
soon  bear  us  out  upon  the  ocean  of  eternity.  As  we 
are  now  performing  the  last,  sad  offices  of  friendship 
for  the  departed,  so  will  others  soon  be  performing  like 
offices  for  us.  For  heaa^  death  reigns.  This  is  a  mortal 
state.  But  the  gospel  reveals  a  nobler  existence.  It  car- 
ries us  forward  to  a  point  where  death  shall  be  destroyed, 
where  life  shall  be  restored  in  glorious  forms  and  in  im- 
mortal vigor,  and  where  friends,  who  shall  have  slept  in 
Jesus,  will  be  restored  to  each  other  never  more  to  part. 
To  that  blessed  state  let  us  aspire.  Let  us  now  prepare 
for  it.  Let  us  be  waiting  for  the  change  that  will  enter 
us  upon  it. 
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HYMNS. 

(Sung  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Knight. 


I. 

"  Hear  what  the  voice  from  Heaven  proclaims, 

For  all  the  pious  dead  ! 
Sweet  is  the  savor  of  their  names, 

And  soft  their  sleeping  bed. 

They  die  in  Jesus  and  are  blesssed  ; 

How  kind  their  slumbers  are  ! 
From  sufferings,  and  from  sin  released, 

And  freed  from  ev'ry  care. 

Far  from  this  world  of  toil  and  strife. 

They're  present  with  the  Lord ; 
The  labors  of  their  mortal  life 

End  in  a  large  reward." 


II. 

"  How  blest  the  righteous  when  they  die, 
When  holy  souls  retire  to  rest ! 

How  mildly  beams  the  closing  eye ! 
How  gently  heaves  th'  expiring  breast ! 

So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away  : 

So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o'er. 

So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day : 
So  dies  a  wave  along  the  shore. 

Farewell,  conflicting  hopes  and  fears. 
Where  lights  and  shades  alternate  dwell ! 

How  bright  th'  unchanging  morn  appears  ! 
Farewell,  inconstant  world,  farewell !  " 


